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Once upon a time, there was a little old lady who was not afraid of anything! But one autumn night,

while walking in the woods, the little old lady heard . . . clomp, clomp, shake, shake, clap, clap. And

the little old lady who was not afraid of anything had the scare of her life!
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My youngest daughter loves this book so much that if she hears us reading it to another child after

she's gone to bed, she yells, "Boo lady! Boo lady!" and begs us to read it to her again. It's such a

fun tale that we always do.Once upon a time, a little old lady who was not afraid of anything walked

home through the moonlit woods. She rounded a bend on the path and found two big shoes that go

CLOMP, CLOMP by themselves."Get out of my way, you two big shoes! I'm not afraid of you," she

said. She kept on walking, and the shoes clomp-clomped behind her. Next she met up with a pair of

pants, then a shirt, and pretty soon she had an entire outfit following her. Each time, she ordered,

"Get out of my way... I'm not afraid of you" and walked on just a wee bit faster.Then she got to the

"very huge, very orange, very scary pumpkin head." Walking a little bit faster was out of the question

-- running wasn't. She ran all the way home,"[b]ut behind her she could hear Two shoes go CLOMP,

CLOMP, One pair of pants go WIGGLE, WIGGLE, One shirt go SHAKE, SHAKE, Two gloves go



CLAP, CLAP, One hat go NOD, NOD, And one scary pumpkin head go BOO, BOO!" When she

bravely proclaimed that she was still not frightened, all the stuff that had followed her home didn't

know what to do with itself. But she had an idea. She found a place for it in her garden, where it

could scare all the birds away.Part of the magic in this story lies in it's repetition. My kids love saying

and acting out shake, shake, nod, nod, etc. (and I may be a very proud mom, but nobody says

"wiggle, wiggle" cuter than my toddler). Another part of the magic is the illustrations. They're serious,

but not scary.
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